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v after mature Deliberation reſolvw'd and determin'd to 
enter into 4 mutual and Solemn League and Covenant, 
wherein we all ſubſcribe, and each one of us for bimſelf, 
with our Hands lifted up to the moſt high God, do ſwear-- 
That we ſhall without reſpeꝶ of Perſons endezvour ibe Ex- 
1i-petion of Popery and Prelacy, that js, Church Govern=- 
ment by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans «nd Chapters, 
Archdeacons, end all oth:r Ecclefieflical Officers depend= 
ing on thas Hierarchy. 

1 Fide Solemn League and Covenant. 
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| Worthy SI R, | 


INE we have had the News that 
there is like to be a Motion made 
in your Honourable Houſe, for the 
| _ Repeal of the Sacramental Teſt Act, 

in order to let Diſſenters into Publick Truſts . 

and Employments, great has been our Solli- + 
tude and Anxiety about the Iſſue of it. a 
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. 
The whole Body of this Corporation, tho 
they are known by all to be eminently well. 
affetted to his Moſt Excellent Majeſty King 
GEORGE, and to be far from envying 
the Diſſenters the Toleration they enjoy, 
are alſo equally Zealous for the keeping u) 
' this important Fence, and Barrier of our 
Eftabliſh'd Church and Religion. 
W hat hath occaſionally been ſaid againſt 
this Repeal I have collected together, and 
here ſend you; a Freedom which I ſhould not 
have taken, but that I find. great Numbers of 
other People have usd the ſame Liberty, 
publiſhing their indecent RefleAions upon thi 
wiſe and excellent Law, with as much Bold. 
neſs, as if it were no better than one of the 
French King's Edicts, with which the People 
of England are no way concern d. 
T muſt humbly ast your Pardow for the 
Preſumption of this Addreſs, and am with the 
higheſt Reſpettl,  ' © ; 


$1... 
; - Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant. 
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Some CONSIDERATIONS humbly 


offer d upon the Preſent Attempt of the 
Diſſenters, to obtain a Repeal of the 
TEST AGT. 


T looks as if ſome People thought our Animoſities 
| Were in too fair a Way to be compos'd, when 
they are ſo induſtrious to throw in among us, new 
Matter of Difference, and Contentien It was the 
hope and defire of all wiſe and good Men upon 
kis late Majefty's Acceſſion to the Crown, that all who 
do indeed love their King and Country wou'd lay afide 
their private little Quarrels, and unanimovſly unite 
their Endeavours to promote the common Good. But 
alas! what Fruit have we ſeen of thoſe Defires, and how 
have thoſe Hopes been utterly fruſtrated! Diſappointed 


ExpeRiations have fill'd the Hearts of ſome with Ditaffec- 


tion; which join'd with the fixd and rooted Hatred 
of others, hath produc'd the moſt wicked and Unnacural 
Clamours. | | 2D 

And now an unreaſonable Selfiſhneſs and Perverſeneſs is 
like to involve us in great Difhcultics, and perhaps, in 
the end, may bring us into Dangers almoſt equal to 
thoſe we have ſo lately eſcap'd. One would think that 
Men who duly conſider their former Hardſhips and 


Sufferings, ſhou'd be very well contented with ſo ful! | 


and ample Toleration as they now enjoy: and not aim at 
more Power than they themſelves know well how to ma- 
nage, or than can ſafely be trufted in their Hands by 
others. And, indeed, I think if it were only in Gratitude 
to thoſe, who have been the Inſtruments of giving, and 


preſerving to them what they have, they ovght not to 


attempt 


6569) 
attempt the gaining more, to the prejudice of their 
Friends; and very probably, to their own Loſs at laſt. p 

That which I {hall farther do in the Proſecution of this 
Argument, will be only to propoſe a few Reaſons, which te 
convince me that there is no juſt Ground for the D:ſſenters i , 
to defire the Repeat of the Teſf- 48, and that the doing 
ſo, wou'd be infinitely prejudicial to our Conftitution in 
Church and State. 5 
 $e#. 1. Now the firſt thing that comes into my mind NR 
concerning this Matter, is, that this 4@ leaves them in W 
the full Poſſeſſion of all that they us'd formerly to claim, v 
or deſire, I mean the Liberty of Worſhiping God ac- 0 
\ cording to their Conſciences, without Moleſtation, or 3 
Diſturbance, It only reſtrains them from a Practice not 1 7 
only very offenſive to all good Chriſtians, but even to c 
the beſt among the Diſſenters themſelyes, who (however, tt 
they may ſometimes join in our Publick Worfhip to ma- yi 
nifeſt their Catholick Communion ) yet can never juſtify 4. 
Mens doing ſo, once in their Lives, meerly to qualify t: 
themſelves for Places and Preferments. of 

When the Diſſenters were under Perſecution and R 
Bufferings, they then declar'd, they deſir'd only Libery F. 

and Toleratios: It looks a little ill therefore, now they ar 
have got that in as full a manner as can be defic'd, to © 
make ſuch a buſtle for more Power than is conſiftent wi th 
the Safety of our Conftitution; and gives Occaſion to 
their Enemies to label, that, give them what ycu will, 
| y are not to be ſatisfy d with leſs than the Deſtruction 

Ot it. | | 

gect. 2. I obſerve in the next place, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Clamours they now make againft this Ad, as 
obtain'd by Men who were not only their Enemies, but 
equal Enemies to the Proteſtant Sucgeſſion, &c. I ſay, not- ag 
withſtanding theſe Clamours, that this AR as it now is, MW Ki 
is nothing but what was xeadily offer'd by the belt I mj 

Friends to the Proteſtast Sucerſſion, and moſt zealous Ad. me 

vocates for Tojergtion, This is evident from the 42 fa, hat 
pre vent ing Occaſiona Conformity, as it was amended and agreed Eft 
to by the Lords, in 1072, They then were all _ 

| that 


Eftabliſh's Church, as Fxcobjres and Tories; but there is 
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that Occaſional Couformity to qualify for Preferments 
was a Scandal to Religion, and ought to be punjſh'd, and 
prevented. What Objeions they had againſt the Bili 
as ſent up by the Commons, were not taken from the Mat- 
ter, but ſome of the Circumftances of it; ſuch as the Fe- 
nalty's being too great for the Offence, and other things 
of leſs moment. | 22, | 


But that which ſeem'd moſt of all to prevail for the 
RejeAion of ſuch an AR at tbat time (and is as good an 
Argument againſt the Repeal of it, in this) was the 
Unſeaſonableneſs of it, The Lords thought that in a Time 
of War, Alterations were unneceſſary and dangerous; 
and were unwilling to bring any Hardſhips upon. the 
Diſſenters at ſuch a time, to give them cauſe of Jea. 
louſies and Fears: And they tell the Commons, that 
tho' there may be ſame things to be found fault with, 
yet a proper time ought to be taken- to apply Remedies z 


and that the attempting too haſty Cures have proy'd fa- 


tal. Now can any thing be ſtronger againſt the Repeal 
of this Act at this time, even ſuppoſing (which I ſee no 
Reaſon to ſuppoſe ) that it is a little hard upon them? 
For let only any one conſider our preſent Circumſtances, 
and tell me if he thinks this a proper Seaſon to make ſuch 
Conceſſions to them? Our Governours may, perhaps, 
gratify a few enterprizing Men among the Diſſenters 5 
but they will loſe the Hearts of a much greater Numbea 
of their true Friends in the Church of England, or at leaſt 
adminiſter great cauſe of Fear, and Jealouly to them; and 
give a handle to declar d Enemies, to reproach, and ma- 
lign their Adminiſtration. | 


And this is, with me, one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments 
againſt the Repeal of this Act of Parliament. I love the 
King, and am perſwaded there is not a Man in His Do. 
minions wiſhes the Proſperity of his Government with 
more Zeal, and Sincerity. Thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is to 
have it believ'd, may repreſent all that wiſh well to our 


no 


no Man who truly values the Church of England, and 
underſtands it's true Intereſt, but muſt be a Friend to 
King GEORGE, who, under God, is the. great Bul. 
 watrk, and only Support of it. This is ſo evident, that 
the moſt blind and obſtinate muſt at laſt ſee, and be con- 
 vincd of it. But, if inftead of doing what we can to take 
off Mens Prejudices, we go into Meaſures that naturally 
tend to encreaſe them, and ſet them at a.farther. diſtance 
from us, we make Enemies, and have no body elſe to thank 
for them. We may talk as long, and complain as much as 
we pleaſe of Mens Diſaffection, Fear, and Jealoufiies; 
but nothing will cure, and remove them but a ſteady 
Adherence to the Interefts of the Church of England, and 
an immoveable Zeal for the Proſperity of our Nation; 
and this, ar laſt, will make our Enemies to be ar Peace 
Se, 3. It is realy = thing juſt and equitable in it 
ſelf, that they who are profeſs'd Enemies to one half 
(at leaft } of the Conſtitution, ſhould be excluded from 
any ſhare in the Goverament of it. I do allow that the 
Diſſenters are generally in the Intereſt of the King, and 
Proteſtant Succeſſion. It is evidently their Advantage 
to be ſo; and they are not ſo blind, (as ſome are who 
call themſelves Cburchmen ) to imagine that they can be ſe. 
cure under any other ſort of Government. It is therefore 
no ſuch mighty Wonder that they have been zealous for 
King George, when tis clear, they can't poſſibly be ſake 

under any other, And verily they have their reward. 
I cannot but wonder therefore at the Boaſts of ſome 
of their late Writers, as if they were the only difm 
nereſted Loyaliſts in the Nation. I will certainly ( ſays 
one of them) be hud if when they can gain nothing thit 
is peculiar to themſclyes by the Acceſſion of K ing George, 1b. 
mayn't be allow'd to hope they ſhall Ioſe nothing by bim. 90 
that we ſee they have no other Principle of Loyalty to 
the King, but the expectation of getting by him: And 
tis not ſufficient that they are protected and ſecur d it 
the enjoyment of all their Rights, Civil and Religious, 
in common with other Subjects; they muſt have — 
| thing 


f 


R ; 
thing peculiar to themſelves; ' the plain Engliſh of which is, 
that they would be ſet upon an egua foot with the Church 
of England, and by that means gain an Opportunity of 
ſetting themſelves above it. If the Government will not 
come into this Scheme, notwithfſtanding their Pretences 
of bearing ſo much, and complaining ſo little (a Character 
that was never given them, by any, but themſelves) they 
do in effect ſay, they are like to be as uneaſie, and as little 
ven to Loyalty, as thoſe of whom they make ſuch ſad Com- 


plaints. 
We grant they are now Friends to the Civil Govern- 


ment, but as to the other half of our Conſtitution, they 


are declared and avowed Enemies, and will deftroy it as 
ſoon as they are able. And they ſeem to want Pod er for 
ſuch a Purpoſe. Some will ſay, perhaps, No ſuch Mat- 
ter; they only deſire Tolerarion Let ſuch a Perſon only 
ſuppoſe himſelf in their Caſe, that is; Tolerated to wor- 
ſhip God in a Way, efteem'it by them, moft agreeable to 
the Divine Will; while the greater Part of the Nation, 
in their Opinion, lie under the Power of groſs Superftiti- 
on, if not Idolatry, which ſome of them charge us with.) 
Now can any Thing be more natural to Men, who have 
this Opinion of rhemſelves and others, than to endeavour 
the advancing of that, which they account the Religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and Ex: irpation of what they call Superftiti- 
on and Idolatry? And the more boneſt and ſerious ſuch 
Men are in their miſtaken Way, the more Miſchief they 
are like to do; which, I think, is a ſufficieut Argument 
againſt truſting them with Power, till they know betrec 
how to uſe it. . 1 
This is ſo plain from Experience, that it can ſcarce admit 
of any Oiſpute. For twenty Years together, our Engliſh Hi- 
ſtory is filbd up with Accounts of their manifold Endea- 
yours, to deftroy the Eftabliſh'd Church and Religion 
and various Methods to prevent its ever riſing again 
There are ſcarce any ſo ignorant in Hiſtory as to be un- 
acquainted with the Solemn League and Covenant, which 
vow'd the utter Subverſion of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, 
Arehdeacons, &c. and the whole Frame of our Chuch-Go- 
5 vernment 5 
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vernment; or with their Directory and Ordinances relat. 
ing to it, which thruſt out our Comman- Prayer, and made 
it highly Peral to uſe it, even in a Private Family; to Nee 
which they adher'd fo ſtrictly, that they would not dif. te 
penie with the Uſe of it, to the Kring himſelf, when he Mev 
fell into their Power, nor. ſo much as ſuffer him to be th 
Buried by the Officeappointed in the Book of Common- Prayer, 16. 
tho' it was earneſtly deſired. They were iben the moſt of 
zealous Oppoſers of 7oleration 5, and treated the moſt A. Ml th 
derate Men with the ſame Violence under which their grea. I co 
te ſt Enemies ſuffer d To be a Biſhop, without any Thing I an 
more, was Crime enough to entitle them to a Sequeſtrati- ¶ be 
on, and the other Calamities of thoſe wretched Times. It Ci 
is a Piece of Juftice therefore, which we owe our moſt 
excellent Conſtitution, to keep Power out of the Hands of ha 
Men who think themſelyes oblig d to employ it for its De. Re 
ArnQion. | | 9 
Some ſay indeed, that they are much alter d now, from in 
what they then were. And I believe, ſome ot them are; N vi 
tho! I ſee no Occaſion in the World to try whether they ul 
are or not, I don't know, nor do they ehemſelyes know, i be 
hut that if they have an Opportunity, the beſt of them 2s 
may alter again. And then, what a bleſſed Comfort it I th 
will be, to ſay, — Who would have thought it, tie 
I will leave it therefore as a firſt Principle confirm'd b) th 
Reaſon and Experience, that the moſt effeſtual Way to t. 
preſerve a National Church, ie, by keeping the Civil th 
| Power in the Hands of thoſe, whoſe Practices and Prin- ler 
ciples are conformable to it, "© 'Þ | ol 
It hath, indeed, been pretended, that Occaſional C. fic 
formity to qualify for Verferments, has been a Means of I ® 
- reconciling the Affections of Djſſenters to the Church, 
and brought them to conftant Communion. This tis pio- 
+hable, hath been ſome times the Caſe; hut ſure not often 
enough to compenſate for the Miſchief it has done the 
Church, to let them have the Encour- gement of Placa 
and Prefer ments | 225 | 


7 ) 


— — —— 
2 — — —n 
. 


The 


| —— — — eee ee ee een 
( in ) 
de The Diſſenters are a cunning ſubtle Body of Men, and 
to Nell underftand their own Intereſt. And (tho' we are of- | 
. ten fuch Fools as to do ſo) they never do any Thing that is | 
ie Nevidently inconſiſtent with it, If they were convinced that 1 
x the Repeal of the Teſt 48, did them any Hurt, or us any | 
„ Good, they would never ſtickle ſo zealoully for the Repeal 
t of this Act, made on Purpoſe to prevent it. No, they know 
b. that the incapacitating them from Preferments is a Diſ- 
a.  couragement that naturally tends to weaken their Intereſt 
g and decreaſe their Number; and will probably, in Time, 
ji» be the bet Means to reconcile them generally to the 
It Church of England. RET Pu uh | 
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ſt Selk. 4. I think the late and preſent Temper and Be- 
ok bhaviour of the Diſſenters, is another Argument aginſt the 
e. Repeal of this Act. For when was there a Time fince the 
Toleration, in which they have fo violently aſſaulted, and 
inſulted the Church of England? They have treated it 
with the ſame kind of Reſpe@ the World does a Man, 
who is going down the Wind. Their Pamphlets for Num- 
ber and Bitterneſs have exceeded former Times, as much 
nas the preſent eaſie Circumſtances are better than they 
it then were. I cannot think that they are in a fit Diſpoſi- 
tien for more Power, wen they do ſo notoriovily- abuſe 
that which they at . preſent enjoy. Let them Learn and 
o Study to be quiet, and mind their own Weerings rather 
1 than thus follow the Church of Erpland with their inſo- 
- lent Libels, in Contempt to the 4s of Uniformity, with- 
out the leaft Pretence to Toleration for ſuch enormous Licen- 
- & tioulneſs, And when they uſe the Power they now have 
Jas they ſhould do, it will be Time enough to think of 
„ giving them more. | | 
p Nor do I think it a Thing altogether improper to he 
n obſerved, that the Diſſenters take as much Freedom with 
e the Stare, as they have done with the Church, in thus 
s I openly re flecting upon, and arraigning this 4, made for 
the Security of it. When Sacheveral refleded upon the 
Toleration Act, It was juſtly thought a bheinous Offence 3 
and he was Impeach'd for it by the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, It was accounted a Thing not fit to be en- 
| curd; 
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durd, and of dangerous Conſequences, that private Men 


ſhould take the Liberty to ſpeak in that Manner a:aink 


a Law in Being. And yet how does the Nation ſwarm 
with Pamphlets againſt bis L2w ? How is it exposd ax 


an 44d unjuft in it ſelf, miſchievous in its Conſeqiiences, 


and, in a Word, repieſented as the Shame, and Scandal 
of our Nation? And yet this 4d for the, better Sccuri. 


ty of the Church of England, was made by the ſame 


Supreme, and high Authority, that eftabliſh'd the 75. 
Jeration; Theſe People ſhould conſider what they do, 
when they AR in this Manner; for if hey may take the 
Liberty of Writing againſt one Act of Parliament, I ſee 
no Reaſon, why other Men (if they think fit) may not 
write againſt anotber, even tho' it ſhould happen to be 
the Act of Toleration. | 

gect. 5. I cannot conceive that there is the leaſt Occa- 
fion for them in the Adminiſtration of Affairs, and con- 
ſequently there can be no juft Reaſon of this Repeal, 
Yes, they ſay, the Number of thoſe that are Enemies to 
the preſent Government is ſo great, that the Diſſenter: 
ſhould be taken in to be a Ballance to them. I hope 
there is not ſo great a. Number of Enemies employ d by 
the Government: If there be, the Remedy is eaſie, and 
ready turn them out, and put in honeft Men. There 
are enough ſuch, unprovided for, who will be glad to 
fill their Places; and there is no need of taking in ano. 
ther ſort of Enemies, for that Purpoſe, 

As to what they talk of Fuſtices of the Peace, Myi- 
ſtrates in Corporations, and Officers in the Lieutenancy, not 
well - affected to the Government, the Remedy is allo 
eaſie, without taking in Diſſenters. There are few Pla- 
ces (I profeſs I know not any) where there may not be 
found a Supply of Perſons, who heartily love King 
GEORGE, to fill up ſuch important Stations. But 


| theſe People take a Pleaſure in 9 themſel ves, 


and leſſening the Number of the Friends of the Govert- 
ment, only that they may be thought, the more ne: 
c:flary to its Support. And yet nothing can he more 


certain, than that to put chem into Offices of this by 
wou 


would do the King a much greater prejudice than all his 
Enemies that are new in ſuch Places, if they really were 


as many as they (to ſerve their own Turns) repreſent 


them. 

Their Talk of the neceſſity of this, in order to ſecuie 
a good Parliament at next Election has nothing in it, un- 
leſs we ſuppoſe, if the Diſſenter, be not put into Places, 
they will join with the Facobites and Tories; which I be- 
lieve, their own Intereſt will reſtrain 'em from doirg 
and if it won't, I wiſh.em no worſe Reward of their 
Folly than the Conſequences of it, For my own part, I 
can't help thinking that they do much more good in Elec- 
tions, 4s they are, than they could puſhbly do if they 
were much greater; it having been my Obſervation all 
along, that Country People had much rather lead the 
Diſſenters, than follow them at Elections. 

But when they have nothing left to offer ſor this Pur- 
poſe, from the Advantage the Government may gain by 
their Preferments, we are then urg'd with an inherent 
Claim of Right to them. But ſure Men are not born 
Magiſtrates, nor has every Perſon in the Society a Right 
to Govern in it. Thar ariſes from the Qualifications 


which the ſupreme Power ſuppoſes neceffary to the 
Diſcharge of Publick Trufts, and their Opinion that ſuch - 


and ſuch Perſons are poſſeſs'd of them. If it were others 
wiſe, the Papiſts may as well plead their Birrk»right to 
Places, as the Presbyrerians. Indeed, there is this diffe- 
rence, that the Papiſts are Enemies to the whole of our 
Conftitution, whereas the other are only Enemies to half 
of it: But I ſee no reaſon that Men ſhould be employ d in 


the Conduct of the Publick intereft, who will not, nay. 
cannot undertake to he faithful to our Whole and Entire 


Conſtitution; but on the contrary have a ſeparate- In- 


tereſt carrying on, in direct Oppoſition to it. If Men 


break themſelves off from the Body, they ought to be 
hankful that they are flill nouriſh'd and protected; hut 
dere can be no Pretence for an amputated Member's put- 
ing in a Claim, to Order and Direct choſe chat continue 
0 adhere to it. 

Fett. 6. 


| 
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Sed. 6. Let it be confidered, that how much ſoever 
one Party among, the Diſſenters may be oblig d, and ſerye 
themſelves by this Repeal, yet 40 the reſt will be made 
uneaſie, and put under Apprehenſions upon it. For they 
are all very jealous of the Presbyterian Patty, and cannot 
bear the tkoughts of their being poſſeſs'd of too great a 
ſhate of Power; well knowing by experience, that it is 
apt to intoxicate em, and puſh em upon much greater 
Severities againſt other People than they ſeem to care 
for themſelves. | | 


gelt. 7. I deſire in the laſt place it may be conſidered; 
that as the Diſſenters build their hopes of ſucceſs in this 
matter, on their Loyalty to his M jetty King G EOXKGE, 
fo it is certain, that if the Church of Englind had uot alſo 
been equally active and xealous in lis Defence,  thcir 


Efforts would have done but little good. And ſince 50% are 


rewarded with the Security of the Taler ation ( which they 
pretended to eſteem as a much greater Bleſſi g than Places 


and Preterments) it is but reaſonable they ſhould be 


rherewish content; and ſuffer 4 to er j y our EHUiſi ment 
in as much Peace and Safety, as they do their 7 Je ain; 
which they would think very much endar7ger' by beiig 
made to depend on the Pleaſure of thoſe, who had al. 
ways ſhewn, that they never wanted Wil, when they had 
Power to deſtoy it. | 


But they tell you, that their poſſeſſing Places, gives 
them no Capacity to overturn the Church; and, I re 
member, the Surriſt ſays, that in their preſent Circum- 
ſtances tis next to impoſſible they ſhould attempt it. 
And I believe, indeed, that it is not at preſent in their 
lurent ion to do this; nor in their Power if they ould 
intend it. The Danger will ariſe from the growth and 
increaſe of their Power, with which Mens Diſpoſitions do 
frequently change and alter. Am 1 a Dog, ſaid Hagat, 
that I ſhow'd do this thing? And yet he afterwards did i 
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They are very ignorant of the State of our Affairs, 

who do not know that it hath been the Manner of chis 
el to proceed from Evil to Worſe, ſince the very be- 
ginning of it. At the firſt they only diſlik d ſome 
Ceremonies, and could pretty well digeft Conformity in 
the reſt. In a little time they maniteſted a diſlike of 
Fpiſcopal Government, being better affected to the De- 
vice of Calvin; and togethet with that, they diſtafled alſo 
our Common-Prayer. From a Diſlike ſome proceeded to think 
them Unlawful, and then fell into a Contempt of Biſhops 
and the Prayers, bitterly railing againſt them. From hence 
they advanc'd to open Diſobedience to all the Orders of the 
Church, and at laft renounc'd it, and ren: themſelves from it 
eſteeming themſelves the only Brethren and Congregation 
of the Faithful The next thing was to undermine and 
deflroy the Eftabliſh'd Church and Religion; and by 
what, almoſt imperceptible Steps and Degrees, this was 
at laſt effected, is known to all, who are in the leaſt 
acquainted with the Hiſtory of thoſe Times. When 
their uſurpd Dominion was, by God's Bleſſing, wreſt- 
ed out of their Hands, then give them but an Indul- 
gerce for their tender Conſciences and they ask no more, 
This is freely granted them; but are they contented with 
it? Nothing leſs! Now they muft have Liberty 
to Pr int, Publiſh, and ſpread abroad their Pamphlers and 
Libcls to bring the Eftabliſhid Church and Religion 
into Contempt. But even this alone will not do, 
withou! Liberty to ſet up Schools and Seminarfes in 
order to propagate, and perpetuate their unreaſonable 
Separation, And when even this is indulg'd them, if 
they have not likewiſe Places and Preferments, what an 
Outcry do they make of Neglect, Hardſhips and Perſecu- 
tis? Now it in compliance with theſe importu- 
nate Clamours, the Government ſhould let them into 
the beft Poſts and Preterments in the Kingdom, would 
it be at all firange if they advancd one Step, further, 
= tumble thole down, who were the means of raiſing 

em: | | 
_ 
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I cannot poſitively affirm that this would be the 
Conſequence, but do verily believe there is reaſon 
enough to fear it. Let th-m therefore, in the Name of 
God, enjoy their Toleration in the fulleſt manner the 
Law has granted it: But let vs take heed left we are 
drawn into Meaſures that will expoſe us to the Ne. 
ceſſity of a Toleration, which perhaps if we ſhould need, 
they may not be diſpos'd to grant us, the we ſhould 
ſeek it carefully with Tears. But from that, Good Lord 
deliver 1. | 


